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Wednesday 23" September
Dear Parents and Carers,

Harvest Celebration Non-Uniform Day — Thursday 8" October

As part of our Harvest Festival celebrations, we are inviting all children across Court Lane Infant and
Junior Academies to take part in a Non-Uniform Day on Thursday 8th October 2026. Instead of wearing
their school uniform, children are welcome to come to school in their own clothes (still adhering to the
health and safety elements of the uniform policy) and, if possible, bring a donation of non-perishable
food items to support the Trussell Trust Foodbank at Kings Church Southsea.

Harvest is a time for us to reflect on the importance of gratitude, kindness and helping those in need
within our local community. We are proud to support the foodbank's work in providing emergency food
and practical support to individuals and families facing hardship.

Suggested donations
Items that are particularly appreciated include:
e Shelf stable fruit juice
e  UHT milk
e Tuna
e Biscuits & treats
e Toiletries and hygiene products.

Please ensure all donated items are unopened, in date and in good condition. Donations are welcomed
into school from 5™ October and will be collected by the foodbank on the 8t October.

Why are foodbanks still needed?

The work of foodbanks remains as important as ever. Recent figures from the Trussell Trust show that
foodbanks in their network provided more than 2.6 million emergency food parcels across the UK
during 2025, which is the equivalent of one parcel every 12 seconds. Over 900,000 of these parcels were
provided for children. Foodbanks do much more than provide emergency food.

They work alongside schools, health professionals, social workers and community organisations to
connect people with practical advice, support services and help during times of crisis.
[cms.trussell.org.uk]

We hope that by coming together as a school community, we can make a meaningful difference to local
families who may need support this harvest season.

Thank you for your generosity and support.

Kind regards

Mrs A Coleman and Mrs A Wheeler
Collective Worship Leaders
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