
Reading and Phonics
Parent Information Session 

June 24



Aims of Session

• Inform parents about Reading and Phonics at Court Lane Infant 
School

• Share ideas for home learning 

• Share ideas about how to prepare your child for school

• Time to look at resources and ask questions



Why is Reading Important?

• The BookTrust has grouped the benefits of reading into four 
core themes setting out how children who read are more likely 
to:

• Overcome disadvantage caused by inequalities

• Be healthier and happier children with better mental wellbeing 
and self-esteem

• Do better at school and make more progress across the 
curriculum

• Develop creativity and empathy







Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised as our systematic, synthetic 
phonics (SSP) programme to teach 

early reading and spelling.

Letters and sounds are taught in a 
particular order.  Children learn how 

to segment and blend words. 

Reading at Court Lane Infant School

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Key Points about Little Wandle… Reading and 
Phonics
• Repetitive structure 

• Routines established to avoid cognitive overload 

• Aims to not overload working memory 

• Reading should become automatic and not require conscious 
effort 



Phonics
• Daily phonics lessons –At the start of the day.  It is really important for 

children to be in school on time so that they do not miss these 
sessions. 

• Revisit and Review –Recapping previously taught sounds and words.

• Teach and Practise – Teaching news sounds/skills and practising this.

• Practise and apply –Reading and writing words.  Applying phonics 
knowledge to help with spellings

• Tricky words –During each sessions we practise tricky words. Teachers 
will talk about why a word is tricky. 

• Review lessons  -Recap the previous learning



Specific Teaching Order 



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic 
code:



What do we use to help?



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Teaching Spelling…



Reading Practice Sessions….
• Reading practice sessions with the Teacher/EYA 3 times per 

week.  Your child will work in a small group for this.

• Session 1 –Focus on decoding the words

• Session 2 –Focus on prosody/fluency and expression

• Session 3 –Focus on comprehension 



Other Reading at CLIS….

• Independent Activities linked to reading –puppets, 
role play 

•Key texts used in other areas of the curriculum

• Library sessions

• Story times

•Classroom reading areas



Reading At Home



• https://www.littlewandlelettersa
ndsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

Reading at home…

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


• These are set electronically each week. 

• Teachers can see whether your child is 
reading the books and how long they 
are spending on this.

• Your child should be able to read their 
book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate their 
success.

• Use an iPad/computer to access these.

Reading Practice Books…



Log In Screen…









• Ebooks enable your child to practise what they have been learning in class.

• Ebooks enable teachers to personalise your child’s reading book according to the phonic they have learnt. 

• Ebooks will help your child to develop independence. 

• Ebooks can motivate reluctant readers. 

• Ebooks can be read over and over again. 

• Your child can have more than one ebook set, meaning that they can have a mini library on their screen.

• Environmentally friendly. 

Great addition to the way that children learn to read.  However, they do not replace traditional 
paper books. 

Consider…

• When to read the ebooks. 

• Read the ebook as ‘reading homework’ rather than bedtime reading.

• Screen time –Whilst managing children screen time is important, research suggests that high quality 
digital content (for example ebooks) supports pupils with learning.  

• Ebooks can be read as part of structured screen time and can be shared screen time with adults. 

Ebooks/Screen Time



Sharing Books….



Little Wandle Website…



Website…



Supporting your child with phonics

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/






Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child….

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Supporting at Home…     Types of reading

• Reading to your child.

• Your child reading to you.

• Together re-telling the story by using the pictures.

• Making up your own story!

• Role play the story using puppets and dressing up



Choose a variety of types of books to read... 

• Stories 

• Rhymes/Poems

• Nursery Rhymes

• Picture books

• Non-fiction books

• Read books over and over again.

• Talk about the book before, during and after reading. 

• Use different voices to enhance comprehension and interest.

• Be a reader yourself. This provides a great role model for your child.



• Side by side is a great position when reading with your child so you both can 
see the words and pictures.

• Quiet and comfortable. It is so important not to be distracted while reading. 

• ENJOY the time you spend reading with your child. It is very important not to 
display anxiety or frustration - remember to become a good reader you need 
to practise a lot!

• When is it the best time to read? Is it right after school? Is it right after 
dinner? Before bed? Picking a common time helps you create a routine.

• Repeat the story the next day. Model that reading the same story twice is 
exciting.

How should I read with my child?



Reading Behaviours

• Where is the front of the 
book?

• Can you point to the 
title?

• Where are the 
pictures/words?

• Where should I start 
reading?

• Which way should I follow 
the words?

• Where is the bottom of the 
picture?

• Can you turn the page?

• Can you follow along whilst 
I read?



Reading in your environment



Other Ideas for Home Learning…



Maths



Counting with your child is fun

• Practise counting to 5 and beyond.

• Count using different objects (cars, 
animals, sweets etc.)

• Spotting numbers around you, do they 
know their house number

• Singing number songs (1,2,3,4,5 or 5 
little men in a flying saucer)

• Adding small amounts together (up to 5).



Spotting Shapes

• Finding different 2D shapes –
square, triangles, rectangles 
or circles.

• Finding different 3D shapes –
cube, sphere, cuboid or 
cone.

• Making it fun – playing shape 
spotting games!



Writing



Fine and Gross Motor Activities

• Pegging out washing.

• Rolling, pinching and cutting 
playdough.

• Using big tweezers to pick up 
different objects.

• Lacing 

• Rolling small pieces of paper.

• Flicking small balls of paper or 

playdough.

• Cutting different shapes with 

scissors.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiaiP72nInUAhUB2RQKHdQEBZEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fweclipart.com%2Ffine%2Bmotor%2Bskills%2Bclipart&psig=AFQjCNEUi51wbge-cM7IG-9CmUO2ld9bsA&ust=1495739195574797


Writing Activity Ideas

• Getting your children to make 
marks on paper.

• Colouring

• Using different pens, pencils, 
paints, chalks and crayons.

• Tracing over their own name, 
over pictures, over shapes or 
letters.

• Writing their own name, with 
a capital letter.

• Using water and paint 
brushes.

• Making it fun!



Communication and 
Language



Talk for Learning

• Children learn through talking about things 
around them and using their senses to explore.

• Children need to practise speaking in full 
sentences and using new words and vocabulary.

• Use imaginary talk is important to allow your 
child to be creative with their language.

• Children will use real talk to speak about 

their own experiences. 

• Children are only able to write what they 

can talk about. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiUqt2jn4nUAhUH1RQKHRTzC6EQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Ftalking-clipart&psig=AFQjCNEF_b_5u9P6NBa6rIqaH8TmCFixRg&ust=1495739828411559


Asking and Answering Questions

• Ask your child questions starting with who, 
what, where, when, why or how.

• Ask your child to explain their answer to you.

• Encourage your child to ask you questions.

• Help your child to answer their own questions 

by getting books from the library,  searching on 

the Internet, going out to explore or asking 

someone who might know.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjk_rDsn4nUAhXG6xQKHZPyCoMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthirtymillionwords.org%2Ftmw-initiative%2F&psig=AFQjCNESpE0X-bGPv6QF0JhLaUBxM7TVTw&ust=1495739900304821


Talk Ideas

• Play I spy

• Talk about pictures, maps, photos, nature around 
you, places you visit, people you meet.

• Use puppets, role play and action figures to make up 
stories using their imagination.

• Talk about their feelings, what they like and dislike.

• Use their senses to explore different things 
explaining what they know. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqo5GzoInUAhWH8RQKHTs2CGMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Ftalking-clipart&psig=AFQjCNE8G5kywDUI-mDEXGYE-yttx3s6aQ&ust=1495740142159047


The First Few Days…

• First Day –Welcome, circle time.  Lots of free 
play/discovery time.  Adults able to talk to your 
child, start to get to know them.   Session will finish 
with a story. 

• First few weeks –Short phonics sessions.  Some 
group work that will be adult led.  Lots of 
discovery/free play time.  Activities such as drawing 
self portraits, drawing pictures of their family, talking 
about their families, establishing class 
agreements/rules.  First topic is ‘All About Me’.



Working Together

• Using a growth mindset culture:
• “I can…” or “I can’t…yet but I will”

• Good habits of attendance and arriving on time

• All adults as role models at home and                                    
and school…expect respect

• Keeping each other informed



Break
Time to look at resources/handouts

Time to ask questions

Time to be back for the last short presentation on how 
to support your child with coming into school


